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Brussels, 10 September 1999

&RPPLVVLRQ� KDV� QR� REMHFWLRQ� WR� WKH� FRQGLWLRQV� IRU
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DW�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'HQWDO�([KLELWLRQ�LQ
&RORJQH��*HUPDQ\

,Q� DQ� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� OHWWHU� WKH� (XURSHDQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� KDV� LQIRUPHG� WKH
6RFLHW\� IRU� WKH� 3URPRWLRQ� RI� WKH� 'HQWDO� ,QGXVWU\� �*)',� �� *HVHOOVFKDIW� ]XU
)|UGHUXQJ� GHU� 'HQWDOLQGXVWULH� PE+�� WKDW� LW� KDV� QR� REMHFWLRQV� XQGHU
FRPSHWLWLRQ�ODZ�WR�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DW�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'HQWDO
([KLELWLRQ��,'(����7KH�,'(�LV�KHOG�E\�WKH�*)',�LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ORFDO
WUDGH�IDLU�DVVRFLDWLRQ�HYHU\�WZR�\HDUV�LQ�&RORJQH�DQG�LV�DW�SUHVHQW�WKH�ODUJHVW
H[KLELWLRQ� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG� RI� SURGXFWV� IRU� GHQWLVWV� DQG� GHQWDO� WHFKQLFLDQV�
3DUWLFLSDQWV�PD\�QRW�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�H[KLELWLRQ�RI�WKLV�NLQG�LQ�*HUPDQ\
IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�HLJKW�ZHHNV�EHIRUH�DQG�IRXU�ZHHNV�DIWHU�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ��SHULRG
RI�UHVWUDLQW����7KH�&RPPLVVLRQ�WDNHV�WKH�YLHZ�WKDW�WKLV�UHVWULFWLRQ�LV�MXVWLILHG
LQ�SDUWLFXODU�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�UDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ�HIIHFW�GHVLUHG�DQG�WKH�REMHFWLYH�RI
H[KLELWLQJ�DV�FRPSOHWH�DV�SRVVLEOH�D� UDQJH�RI�SURGXFWV� IRU�XVH�E\�GHQWLVWV
DQG�GHQWDO�WHFKQLFLDQV�

The declaration of no objection in accordance with Article 81(3) of the EC Treaty
was made by an administrative letter sent by the Directorate-General for
Competition (DG IV) and follows on from an earlier, similar declaration.  The
decisive point is that while the period of restraint imposed on the participants does
restrict competition, it makes economic sense and is not disproportionate.  It
relates solely to a period of twelve weeks every two years (the frequency with
which exhibitions are held) and provides for certain exceptions, e.g. for "open days"
or exhibitions held in conjunction with congresses.  Compared to the past, the
GFDI’s list of exceptions to the restraining rules larger and comprises, for example,
exhibitions related to or in conjunction with congresses devoted to further training
for dentists or dental technicians.  The conditions for participation at the IDE were
published in the Official Journal of the European Communities of 9th January 1999.


